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Introduction
The Annual Bright SPARC Awards are designed to recognise Companies and Entrepreneurs, who have successfully used technology to achieve innovation, drive new business growth or enhanced a business by the use of technology. 
The awards are being run by the Sparc 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sparcmiltonkeynes.com/" \t "_parent" Technology Network and recognise those businesses or individuals who have truly excelled in their specialist field.
The event will take place on 12 May at Cranfield University on the eve of Cranfield Venture Day. 
There are seven Award Categories and also the 2010 Overall Award winner. Companies and Individuals are invited to submit an application themselves or nominate clients, colleagues and suppliers.
The Awards also recognise Support Groups who provide advice assistance and funding to Innovative Businesses as well as highlighting successful innovation achieved through collaboration between Universities and Colleges and Business. 

This is an ideal Forum for Small and Start-Up Businesses to promote new technology and be part of a technology showcase. 
Once all nominations have been received the short listed entrants will be interviewed via phone by a representative of the judges. As well as prizes offering real business support for the winners, all finalists will be given space and marketing banners to exhibit at the Cranfield Venture Day,  a one-day conference and networking event for entrepreneurs, on 13 May.

Online application forms are available from www.brightsparcawards.co.uk
Categories

· Best Technology Innovation in a Business

To recognise a technology led business innovation or commercial innovation which has contributed to significant success

· Best Technology Innovation in a Start Up or SME

To recognise a technology led business innovation or commercial innovation which has contributed to significant success
· Young Technology Entrepreneur 
To recognise the most innovative technology start-up company led by a young person
· Technology Entrepreneur 


To recognise a Businessman who has used technology and innovation to enhance, redirect or relaunch a business
· Innovation in Sustainable Technology

To recognise innovation in the use of technology to improve business sustainability, reduce carbon or to recognise a new business providing sustainable technology
· Business Support

To recognise an individual or service company that has provided business support to technology led businesses, either public funded or private sector based. Open to anyone who has assisted in some way to the development of a technology led business, either as a mentor, coach, or in a professional capacity. Judges will be particularly looking for individuals who have made a significant contribution to help a business. 

· Education and Business Collaboration

To recognise significant contribution to new business growth through support or through collaboration between a University or College and a technology led Business

· Overall Bright SPARC Award 
The overall winner who, in the opinion of the judges, best exemplifies true technology led innovation. The winner will be chosen from the category winners however the judges may also award this prize to someone who exemplifies a special achievement in innovation or has excelled in technology innovation
A company can be nominated for up to two categories and in addition they will automatically be put forward for the overall Bright SPARC Award.

All finalists have the opportunity to exhibit at the Cranfield Venture Day on 13 May 2010 including the production of a small banner stand. In addition winners of each category will receive an award, a PR package, and a host of business support services provided by our sponsoring organisations.

SPONSORS
The sponsors we have so far include: 

· Cranfield University Business Incubation Centre - CUBIC 

· St Modwen
· Aylesbury Innovation and Enterprise Centre - AEIC 

· Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Innovation and Growth Team

· Invest MK
· Silverstone Innovation Centre

· The Open University

· Bedford i-Lab
· Macintyre Hudson
Award Benefits

Companies who are short listed receive
· Exhibition space at Cranfield Venture Day including one free ticket (normally £120 plus VAT)
· A Film profile to be shown at the Awards Ceremony giving the opportunity to describe and promote their business and innovation

· 1m wide banner stand to display at Cranfield Venture Day, attended by investors and entrepreneurs 
· Profile in Awards programme
· Voucher to the value of £500 for essential business support services (Legal advice, IP Protection, Funding workshop Business Planning)

Award Winners receive
· All of the above PLUS

· Bright SPARC Award Winner recognition
· A prestigious commemorative Trophy
· 250 word press release plus extensive regional PR exposure
· A short video showing the work of the company
· Voucher to the value of £1500 for essential business support services (Legal advice, IP Protection, Funding workshop Business Planning)

Tickets for Event

Tickets will officially go on sale through the website, on 14th March 2010. 

Price includes champagne reception and hot buffet.

£17.50 for a single ticket, £30 for a pair

Discounted tickets are available for Group bookings 
Finalists and Sponsor can also apply for additional discounted tickets for clients, supporters and work colleagues

Contacts

For event management and application enquiries contact: 
Emma Turner, Network Coordinator emma.turner@innovationgrowth.co.uk, 01908 655263
For sponsorship opportunities contact: 
Guy Hawking, Investor Development Manager

guy.hawking@innovationgrowth.co.uk, 07742 016046
How to Apply

Applications need to be completed by Friday 16th April 2010.

All applications and nominations need to be made using the application form provided on the website www.brightsparcawards.co.uk. 

Please nominate all your innovative clients now. 

For the HEI/Business Interaction award one individual from an HEI and one individual from a Business should be nominated

Short listed finalists will be contacted after the closing date, asked to submit further information and potentially to make a short presentation to representatives of the Judging Panel. 
The Judging Panel will include; 
· Keith Straughan Dean University Centre MK
· Graham Anderson Deputy Chairman MK Chamber of Commerce
· Susan Jones Director Open4business High Wycombe
· Chris Dunkley Director Buckinghamshire Innovation & Growth Team 
·  Plus the respective Category Sponsor for each award.  
All short listed finalists will have the opportunity to exhibit space in the networking area of the Cranfield Venture Day on 15 May including the production of a 1m wide banner stand. If short listed, companies or individuals will be asked to supply up to 50 words of copy to appear on the banners.

Terms and Conditions

All entries must be officially registered by downloading and completing the appropriate application form.

The closing date for receipt of completed entry forms is Friday 16th April 2010.

Entries may be made in up to two categories only. In addition all nominations will go forward to the overall winner prize, the bright sparc award. Award sponsors may not enter the category of which they are a sponsor.

The Awards are only open to organisations operating within the following counties, Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Northamptonshire, Hertfordshire, Oxfordshire and Cambridgeshire region. Businesses which are owned by parent companies or groups based outside these counties may also enter, provided that the organisation can demonstrate a significant degree of autonomy over its operations, policies and strategies.

Entries must address the criteria established for each category and against which the judges will make their decision.

All entries will be judged on information contained only within the standard Entry Form, therefore please do not submit appendices or supplementary information.

Please be concise and limit the information provided in response to each question to the maximum word count. Use bullet points where possible. If however the application is short listed there will be the opportunity to expand on actions and achievements during discussions with the Judging Panel.

Provide quantitative data where appropriate. You may be asked to provide data to support these figures if you are short listed.

The judges’ decision is final and while feedback will be provided, no correspondence will be entered into. In certain cases, short listed organisations may be invited to give a short presentation on their entries.

All information will be treated as confidential. It will not be used for any purpose other than judging the competition. Finalist organisations may be required to take part in publicity about the Bright Sparc Awards. It is a condition of entering the awards that organisations do not contact the press about their entry or their being short listed as finalists prior to the announcement of winners on 12 May 2010.

Cranfield Venture Day
The Venture Day will take place on the 13th May 2010 at Cranfield University 

The event is a one day conference and networking event for entrepreneurs and those interested in cutting edge entrepreneurial performance. 

The event comprises:

· keynote addresses by leading entrepreneurs 

· exposure to the latest research on entrepreneurial performance 

· exhibits by new enterprises including Bright Sparc Finalists

· a networking zone run by the sparc technology network 

There will be an extensive range of workshops and plenary sessions on business start-up, growth, finance and entrepreneurial strategy
Sessions incorporate leading entrepreneurs, business angels, venture capitalists and academics.

A workshop “Commercialising Technology” will be run by the sparc technology network at Venture Day 
For enquiries on Cranfield Venture Day 2010 please contact Louise Gardener, Client Co-ordinator, Telephone 01234 758104

http://www.som.cranfield.ac.uk/groups/enterprise/entrep/  
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